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Unit 6 Building Caring Communities and Advocacy for Children and Families (continued) 
“It’s everyone’s responsibility to be committed to education. And it shouldn’t be limited to parents – anyone in the community should be encouraged to think of the local school as ‘their’ school and should seek active participation in what goes on there.”  Lois Jean White, 1998 National PTA President
This week we continue our focus on caring communities and advocacy for children and families. We will review guidelines and models for effective and appropriate parent and family education. In An Ethical Call to Advocacy, we will examine “10 big ideas” intended to provide advocates with evidence about children’s development.  We’ll also explore mechanisms for sharing power among teachers, parents and students. Lastly, we will hear directly from a diverse array of child, family and quality education advocates. 
Guiding Questions:
1. How can practitioners use an advocacy approach to build partnerships with families and establish caring communities? 
2. What might you apply from the messages shared by teacher Jeffrey Wright, Parent Leadership Training Institute participants, and Dr. Geoffrey Canada?
3. How can the “10 big ideas” inform your work and, more immediately, your upcoming advocacy position paper and presentation?
Objectives:
· Examine the impact of social institutions on human behavior
· Articulate key elements of caring communities
· Illustrate effective ways to support practitioners and families as advocates
Activities:
· Complete Readings & Activities
· Participate in one discussion forum
· Complete and Submit Program Visitation documents
· Head's Up:  Strengthening Families Protective Factors Advocacy and Action Plan and Presentation (due in Unit 8)
  
Readings and Activities 
	Presentation: 

	  

	Textbook:

	Couchenour & Chrisman
· Chapter 10: Parent Education and Family Life Education
· Chapter 11: Early Childhood Educators in the Community
Henderson, et al
· Chapter 8: Sharing Power: Who's in Charge Here Anyway?

	Articles & Websites:

	· Law of Physics Can't Trump the Bonds of Love (Tara Parker-Pope, 2012):  Watch "Wright's Law" video that is embedded in the article, along with reading it! 
· Parent Leadership Training Institute

	Videos:

	[image: ]Watch Video 
Geoffrey Canada: Our failing schools. Enough is enough! 
Duration: (17:08) 
User: tedtalksdirector - Added: 5/8/13 
YouTube URL: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vY2l2xfDBcE 
	[image: ]Watch Video 
The Parent Leadership Training Institute (PLTI) 
Duration: (8:20) 
User: ctcmsnonchildren - Added: 11/2/07 
YouTube URL: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LZfBkei0u-Y 


  
U6.1 DB: Caring Communities 
Read the article “Laws of Physics Can’t Trump the Bonds of Love” and view the video on “Wright’s Law.”  View the Parent Leadership Training Institute 8-minute video. Identify at least one message from each video that portrays caring communities.  Share specific thoughts on how you can advocate for a more caring community where you work and/or live.
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This week we continue our focus on caring communities and advocacy for children and families. 


We will review guidelines and models for effective and appropriate parent and family education. 


In An Ethical Call to Advocacy, we will examine “


10 big ideas” intended to provide advocates 


with evidence about children’s development.


 


 


We’ll also explore mechanisms for sharing power 




            Unit 6 Building Caring Communities and Advocacy for Children and Families  (continued)     “It’s everyone’s responsibili ty to be committed to education. And it shouldn’t be limited to  parents  –   anyone in the community should be encouraged to think of the local school as ‘their’  school and should seek active participation in what goes on there.”     Lois Jean White, 1998  Nation al PTA President   This week we continue our focus on caring communities and advocacy for children and families.  We will review guidelines and models for effective and appropriate parent and family education.  In An Ethical Call to Advocacy, we will examine “ 10 big ideas” intended to provide advocates  with evidence about children’s development.     We’ll also explore mechanisms for sharing power 

